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½ Million Pounds Spent on Three Bedroom Interior

When she was commissioned to renovate and re-design an existing family bathroom in a top floor three-bedroom apartment in a Marylebone mansion block Genny Henderson, interior designer and owner of The Room Company, wasn’t really given a brief, except the shower should be as large as possible,   On seeing Genny’s ideas for this bathroom, the client, a divorced Canadian banker, decided the whole apartment could benefit from Genny’s interpretation of contemporary, masculine style, integrating cutting edge technology and innovative new products in her design solutions.

By incorporating an existing small ensuite bathroom next door to the main bathroom, and using space provided by a hallway storage cupboard, Genny created a spacious, contemporary bathroom with a large shower/steam room tiled with porcelain tiles.  The bath is set against a fibre optic glass panel backlit to depict bubbling water.  

A tropical rainstorm effect shower is the main feature in the master ensuite.  An external wall within the shower cubicle is made up of a fibre optic panel which is lit by natural light by day and at night lights up from behind.   The remainder of the cubicle is constructed by rust effect porcelain tiles to again echo a natural and contemporary feel.  

The brief for the rest of the apartment was simply to create open, flexible spaces with adequate book shelf space for a large collection of books, and shelving in the sitting room to display an unusual collection of stone animals. 

The client’s passion for music initiated a cutting edge iPod sound system, which works off of several iPod docking stations recessed into walls allowing multiple iPods to be charged and heard in every room.  In addition, a home cinema facility was integrated into a multi-room audio system, allowing the client to listen to his CD collection, digital radio and Sky music channels, again in every room, including within the shower/steam enclosure.

Her client’s appreciation of wood, glass and textures meant Genny had free rein to use more unusual woods to maximise the masculine, modern look that so suits her client.  The doors are fashioned from zebrano, an African wood, and its grain book matched.  The door handles are all nickel plated with leather wrapped handles.  Fumed oak is used for the floorboards throughout, as it is the only wood that works effectively with the under floor heating system in every room due to its low percentage of moisture after it has been kiln dried.

Storage was the key brief for the master bedroom.  The existing, tired white wardrobes were ripped out and replaced by made to measure oak and walnut marquetry wardrobes with ample hanging space and shelving.  The oak and walnut bed, too, was made to measure, as was the mushroom leather panelled headboard, silk bedspread and lampshades to match.

The focal point of the sitting room is the striking and unusual gas copper fireplace, creating a twinkling flame feature when lit.   Limestone forms the surround, and the wall behind has a bold wall-papered panel, to contrast against the sets of oak and sycamore display shelves which flank the fireplace.  Cosy mushroom leather sofas form an L-shape around the wall mounted flat screen unit.  The other half of the sitting room resembles a library of rare and antique books:  Uncluttered, with just a chaise longue to recline in, it is the perfect space to read and listen to music, specifically suiting the client’s lifestyle.

The kitchen was the last room to be renovated at the end of the seven-month project.  Genny created space, in what was originally a small room with an uneven ceiling by getting rid of a protruding built in cupboard and curving the wall to create an eating area, where the Italian round glass table fits perfectly.  The clean, neutral kitchen compliments the stainless steel utensils including compartmented wine chiller and built-in coffee maker by Miele.

Genny Henderson always wanted to be an architect but because of her striking looks started her working life as a photographic model. Her instinctive understanding of good design led her into fashion in the UK and US, including building her own successful fashion label, Appliqué.  But property, her first love, had the stronger pull and designing interiors seemed the dream solution.  Having served her apprenticeship and gained a mass of interior design experience, she set up The Room Company seven years ago. Acclaim has grown for Genny who has the ability to always see the potential in any property and to transform it to maximum effect.  Genny has travelled extensively and brings an assortment of cultural influences into her contemporary designs as well as cutting edge technology. 
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